Alveolar cell carcinoma complicating sickle cell anemia: a chance occurrence?
Alveolar cell carcinoma, a neoplasm associated with pre-existing inflammatory lung disease, has not been reported previously in patients with sickle cell disease. We present such a patient and suggest that chronic pulmonary scarring in this setting predisposed to development of his malignancy. As survival increases in individuals with sickle cell disease, alveolar cell carcinoma must be considered in these differential diagnosis of otherwise unexplained chronic pulmonary infiltrates.